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Jonathan  Havelock 
appointed  Minister  of  Justice 


On  March  26,  1997, 
Jon  Havelock  was 
appointed  Minister  of 
Justice  and  Attorney  General. 
Mr.  Havelock  will  also  under- 
take responsibilities  as  Gov- 
ernment House  Leader  and 
Minister  Responsible  for  the 
Crimes  Compensation  and 
Fatality  Review  Boards. 

Mr.  Havelock  completed  a 
Bachelor  of  Commerce  de- 
gree at  the  University  of 
Alberta  (1978)  and  a Bach- 
elor of  Arts  degree  (Law)  at 
Downing  College,  University 
of  Cambridge,  England 
(1980).  He  served  as  legal 
counsel  with  Amoco  Canada 
from  1982-1988,  and  was 
elected  a Calgary  Board  of 
Education  Trustee  from  1983- 
1986,  serving  as  its  Chair  for 
the  last  two  years  of  his  term. 
Following  that,  Mr.  Havelock 
was  elected  as  a City  of 
Calgary  Alderman  for  Ward  5 
and  was  instrumental  in 
pushing  for  many  improve- 


ments in  northeast  Calgary, 
including  construction  of  the 
Prairie  Winds  Park  and  a high 
school. 

In  1988,  Mr.  Havelock  played 
an  instrumental  role  in 
acquiring  the  Calgary  88’s  of 
the  World  Basketball  League 
and  served  as  the  league’s 
vice-president  from  1989- 
1992.  Since  1992,  he  has 
been  actively  involved  as  an 
executive  officer  in  several 
prominent  marketing, 
telecommunications  and  oil 
and  gas  companies. 

Mr.  Havelock  was  elected  as 
a MLA  for  Calgary-Shaw  in 
June  15,  1993.  During  his 
first  term  in  office,  he  served 
on  numerous  committees 
including  Chair  of  the 
Standing  Committee  in 
Financial  Planning,  the 
Standing  Committee  of  Law 
and  Regulations  and  the 
Alberta  Special  Waste 
Management  Corporation. 


The  Honourable  Jon  Havelock,  Q.C. 


Mr.  Havelock  brings  a record 
of  solid  leadership  and  a 
great  deal  of  legal,  political 
and  business  experience  to  the 
Justice  Department.  Says  Mr. 
Havelock,  “I  know  from  my 
predecessor  that  Alberta  Jus- 
tice staff  are  extremely  hard- 
working and  competent.  I 
look  forward  to  working  closely 
with  them  to  achieve  the  new 
Business  Plan’s  objectives.” ❖ 


Second  International  Conference  on 
Children  Exposed  to  Family  Violence 


Iondon,  Ontario  will  be  the 
site  of  the  Second  Interna- 
-^/tional  Conference  on 
Children  Exposed  to  Family 
Violence  June  4-7,  1997. 

A goal  of  the  conference  is  better 
understanding  of  the  determinants 
of  childrens  adjustment,  examining 
issues  such  as  the  impact  of  the 
type  and  severity  of  violence, 
degree  of  exposure,  mediating 
variables  in  the  child  and  the 
quality  of  child  rearing  the  children 
receive.  The  conference  should 
also  assist  front-line  professionals 
and  volunteers  network  and  explore 
up-to-date  strategies  addressing  the 
needs  of  these  children  and  adoles- 
cents in  schools,  shelters  and 
community  programs. 

Pre-convention  workshops  will 
include: 

• custody  disputes  involving  domes- 
tic violence:  current  clinical  and 
legal  issues  (a  mock  trial  to 
demonstrate  the  value  of  expert 
testimony); 


• preventing 
re-traumati- 
zation in  the 
court 
system: 
preparing 
child 

witnesses  to 
testify  and 
assessing 
the  long- 
term impact  of  the  criminal  justice 
system; 

• school  and  community-based 
violence  prevention  programs; 
and 

• intervention  strategies  in  helping 
children  deal  with  trauma  of 
exposure  to  violence:  The  Lon- 
don, Canada  Experience. 

For  more  information  on  confer- 
ence registration  contact : 

Pat  Mintsoulis,  SSW 
London  Family  Court  Clinic 
Suite  200,  254  Pall  Mall  Street 
London,  Ontario  N6A  5P6 
telephone:  (519)  679-7250 
fax:  (519)  675-7772. ♦> 


Dental  Association  seeks  ways  to 
identify  abuse 


T 


^he  Board  of  the  Alberta  Dental  Association  at  their  February 
meeting  “whole  heartedly  supported”  investigating  two  programs 
which  could  help  Alberta’s  dentists  identify  victims  of  abuse.  The 
Association’s  1,500  established  dentists  would  be  educated  to  recognize  a 
battered  wife,  a neglected  senior  or  an  abused  child  by  looking  for  signs  of 
abuse  at  the  patient’s  dental  visits. 


The  programs,  one  from  the  American  Dental  Association  and  the  other 
titled  PANDA  (The  Prevention  of  Abuse  and  Neglect  through  Dental 
Awareness),  are  planned  for  introduction  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of 
the  Association  May  29  - June  1,  1997.  The  first  Canadian  program  of  its 
kind  has  just  been  instituted  in  Ontario. 


The  Association  is  supporting  a program  teaching  students  at  the  University 
of  Alberta  in  Edmonton  to  look  for  signs  of  abuse.  The  Association  will 
likely  establish  a committee  to  investigate  the  costs  and  potential  for 
funding  the  operation  of  such  a program. ❖ 
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Saskatchewan’s 
Victims  of 
Domestic 
Violence  Act 
discussed  at 
community 
forum 


submitted  by  Geoff  Ho, 

Director,  Strategic  Planning  and 
Operational  Coordination, 
Court  Services 


T 


^he  Calgary  Action 
Committee  Against 
Violence,  with  support 
from  the  Canadian  Society  for 
the  Investigation  of  Child  Abuse, 
held  a public  forum  at 
McDougall  Centre  in  Calgary, 
January  15,  1997. 

(Coni' d on  page  3) 
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On  the  Record  is  published  by  Alberta  Jus- 
tice twice  a year  (winter  and  summer)  to 
help  people  working  in  the  justice  system 
share  ideas  about  preventing  family  vio- 
lence. For  copies  of  this  newsletter  contact: 

Gloria  Ohrt,  Manager 
Prevention  Programs 
Public  Security  Division 
Alberta  Justice 

10th  Floor,  10365  - 97  Street 
Edmonton  AB  T5J  3W7 
Telephone:  (403)427-3457 

Fax:  (403)  427-5916 

E-mail:  ohrtg@mgate.just.gov.ab.ca 

On  the  Record  welcomes  submissions 
from  the  police,  courts  and  correctional 
services  throughout  Alberta.  Please  send 
articles  for  the  next  edition  by  June  6, 
1997  to  the  address  above. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  this 
publication  are  not  necessarily  the  views  or 
policies  of  Alberta  Justice.  The  editor  re- 
serves the  right  to  use,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
any  article  submitted.  Authors’  names  will 
be  published  unless  otherwise  requested. 

Articles  contained  in  this  publication  may 
be  reproduced  with  permission  from  the 
editor. 
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Assaultive  Husbands’  Program 

by  Karen  Walroth,  Calgary  Community  Corrections 

In  October,  the  Forensic  Assessment  and  Community  Services  (FACS) 
hosted  the  first  of  a series  of  one-day  workshops,  aimed  at  increasing 
scholarship  on  domestic  violence.  The  workshop,  attended  by  several 
Alberta  Justice  staff  members,  was  led  by  Professor  Donald  Dutton,  De- 
partment of  Psychology,  University  of  British  Columbia.  Professor  Dutton 
has  been  a director  and  therapist  in  Vancouver’s  Assaultive  Husbands’ 
Program  since  1979. 

Presenting  the  results  of  extensive  research  which  he  completed,  Dutton 
identified  a sub-group  of  wife  assaulters  whose  violence  seems  to  occur  in 
reaction  to  internal  aversive  states,  which  recur  cyclically.  This  type, 
Dutton  believes,  scores  high  on  borderline  personality  organization  and 
trauma  symptoms  and  is  characterized  by  intimacy  anger,  an  affective  state 
that  occurs  as  a by-product  of  attachment. 

Dutton  asserts  that  this  sub-group  can  be  described  in  terms  of  attachment 
theory,  showing  a fearful  pattern  or  style  attachment.  The  personality  type 
appears  to  be  formed,  in  part,  by  cold,  rejecting  parenting  possibly  accom- 
panied by  instances  of  physical  abuse.  According  to  Dutton,  the  research 
indicates  that  early  experiences,  in  the  family  of  origin,  influence  not  only 
behaviour  (through  modelling)  but  an  entire  constellation  of  reactions  that 
might  be  called  the  abusive  personality. 

Part  of  Dutton’s  discussion  addressed  criminal  justice  system  responses  to 
domestic  violence.  He  reported  that  approximately  14.5%  of  women 
assaulted  by  their  intimate  partner  call  for  police  assistance.  Noting  that 
low  levels  of  reporting  restrict  effective  criminal  justice  response  to  wife 
assault,  Dutton  also  noted  that  the  police  are  more  likely  than  any  other 
agency  to  come  into  contact  with  domestic  violence. 

Professor  Dutton  identified  a “winnowing”  process  in  which  cases  are  lost 
at  every  level  of  the  justice  system.  The  results  of  his  research  are  outlined 
in  the  following  table: 

Conditional  probabilities  at  each  step  of  the  criminal  justice  process  (Dutton  1987b) 
p(detection/event)  = 6.5% 

pjarrest/detection)  = 21.2%  p(arrest/event)  = 1.4% 

p(conviction/arrest)  = 53.0%  p(conviction/event)  = 0.8% 

p(punishment/conviction)  = 52.0%  p(punishment/event)  = 0.4% 

Dutton  suggested  that  some  research  exists  which  supports  the  deterrent 
effect  of  arrest  for  spousal  abusers  and  suggests  that  coupling  arrest  with 
mandatory  counselling  is  a promising  policy  strategy  for  the  reduction  of 
recidivism.  He  believes  that  while  arrest  may  challenge  the  batterer’s 
denial  and  minimization  of  their  abusive  behaviour,  they  are  further  chal- 
lenged through  court  mandated  treatment.  Dutton  also  stated  that  treat- 
ment is  a challenge  to  many  batterers’  who  believe  their  arrest  was  unjust. 
According  to  Dutton,  many  abusive  men  believe  their  partners’  injuries 
were  minimal  and  they  also  believe  the  partner  provoked  the  violence, 
therefore  their  use  of  violence  was  justified.  Effective  treatment  programs 
challenge  these  beliefs  and  assist  abusers  in  developing  alternate  skills  for 
dealing  with  potentially  violent  situations. 

Finally,  the  results  of  several  treatment  programs  were  presented  by  Professor 
Dutton.  Those  studies  supported  the  hypothesis  that  arrest/treatment  combi- 
nation programs  are  an  effective  way  to  reduce  recidivist  domestic  assault.  ❖ 


Saskatchewan ’s  Victims 
of  Domestic  Yioien.ee  Act 
discussed  ml  community 
forum 

(Cont’d  from  page  2) 


Jan  Turner  and  Gary  McLennan  of 
Saskatchewan  Justice  were  part  of 
a panel  discussing  the  whys  and 
hows  of  Saskatchewan’s  Victims  of 
Domestic  Violence  Act  and  its 
impacts  from  their  perspective. 

The  legislation,  introduced  in  1995, 
is  meant  to  be  used  in  addition  to 
and  not  in  place  of  the  criminal  law. 
Saskatchewan’s  legislation  provides 
additional  legal  tools  to  assist  victims 
of  domestic  violence,  including 
measures  which  focus  on  meeting 
the  immediate  needs  of  victims  at 
the  time  of  the  incident.  Saskatch- 
ewan Justice  officials  reported  that 
of  the  three  remedies  provided  in 
their  legislation,  the  Emergency 
Intervention  Orders  were  the  most 
used.  Victim’s  Assistance  Orders 
had  been  issued  in  few  cases  and 
the  controversial  Warrants  of  Entry 
have  not  been  used  to  date. 

Using  a “train  the  trainers”  model 
to  implement  the  legislation, 
extensive  police  training  on  the  new 
legislation  and  family  violence  was 
provided  through  use  of  twelve 
regional  training  teams.  These 
training  teams  consisted  of  a police 
officer  and  a family  violence 
specialist  who  delivered  the  pack- 
age to  all  front-line  police  members 
in  the  province.  Twenty- two 
designated  Justices  of  the  Peace 
were  recruited  from  all  regions  of 
the  province  and  special  training 
was  provided  to  those  individuals. 

Jocelyn  Burgener,  MLA,  Calgary- 
Currie,  will  lead  a public 
consultation  on  the  domestic 
violence  legislation  for  Alberta. 

The  basis  of  this  consultation  will 
be  the  Alberta 
Law  Reform 
Institute’s 
forthcoming 
report  on  the 
issue  and  the 
Saskatchewan 
legislation.  ♦> 
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Sixth  annual  Criminal  Justice  Family  Violence  Training 

Course  held 


1 


"^he  sixth  annual  Criminal 
Justice  Family  Violence 
Course  was  held  in  October 
at  the  Alberta  Justice  Staff  College. 
The  course  was  designed  to  give 
police  members,  Crown  prosecu- 
tors, and  corrections’  personnel  the 
chance  to  network  as  well  as  obtain 
in-depth  knowledge  on  various 
aspects  of  the  criminal  justice 
system’s  experience  with  the  crime  of 
family  violence.  Presentations  this 


year  included  Tools  for  Successful 
Investigation  and  Prosecution,  Rural 
Needs,  Firearms’  Issues,  Effective 
Correctional  Services’  Intervention 
and  Government  Initiatives. 

The  course  mandate  is  to  provide 
training  at  the  community  level  to 
those  who  act  as  designated  family 
violence  representatives  within  the 
criminal  justice  system.  Wherever 
possible,  subsequent  training 


Cst.  Bill  ANDERSON,  Lethbridge  Police  Service;  Gerry  BABIN,  Red  Deer  City  RCMP;  Phi! 
BROOKS,  Red  Deer  Remand  Centre;  George  COMBE,  Calgary  Crown  Prosecutors  Office; 
Troy  COUILLARD,  St.  Paul  Crown  Prosecutors  Office;  Cst.  Calvin  CROW  CHIEF,  Blood 
Tribe  Police;  Darren  DARRAGH,  Siksika  Police;  Stuart  ERASER,  Morinville  RCMP;  Ian  FRASER, 
Wetaskiwin  Prosecutors  Office;  Det.  Ed  HENDERSON,  Calgary  Police  Service;  Brian  J. 
HOLTBY,  Peace  River  Crown  Prosecutors  Office;  Dennis  HRABCAK,  Lethbridge  Crown 
Prosecutors  Office;  Twyla  HUNTER,  St.  Paul  Community  Corrections;  James  JACQUES, 
Fort  McMurray  Crown  Prosecutors  Office;  Lisa  KAPPO,  Lesser  Slave  Lake  Regional  Police; 
Sgt.  Bill  KAYE,  Lethbridge  Police  Service;  Walter  KUBANEK,  Red  Deer  Crown  Prosecutors 
Office;  Kevin  LEITCH,  Calgary  Police  Service;  Ania  LISOWSKI,  Calgary  Young  Offender 
Centre;  Pamela  LOCKYER,  Calgary  Community  Corrections;  Barry  MacINTYRE,  St.  Albert 
RCMP;  Det.  Duane  MacTAVISH,  Edmonton  Police  Service;  Dan  MAGOT1AUX,  St.  Albert 
RCMP;  S/Sgt.  Glenda  MALINA,  Edmonton  Police  Service;  M.A.  MCCARTHY,  Wetaskiwin 
Detachment,  Municipal  RCMP;  Det.  JoAnn  McCARTNEY,  Edmonton  Police  Service;  Michelle 
McILROY,  Lethbridge  Young  Offender  Centre;  Cst.  Dwight  NAGEL,  Fort  McMurray  RCMP 
CPA/S  Unit;  Wendy  ORSTEN,  Lethbridge  Probation;  Mitchell  Wade  PARKER,  Peace  River 
Correctional  Cente;  Cst.  John  PODOLSK1,  Lacombe  Police  Service;  Det.  Brian 
ROBERTSON  Edmonton  Police  Service,  Barb  ROY,  Hobbema  RCMP;  Teresa  SELZLER, 
Grande  Prairie  Crown  Prosecutors  Office;  Chantal  Rita  ST.  JEAN,  Community  Corrections, 
Edmonton;  Bill  STEPHEN,  Edmonton  Crown  Prosecutors  Office;  Jeffrey  WOOD,  Calgary 
South  Community  Corrections;  and  Glen  WOOLLARD,  Red  Deer  Probation. 
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sessions  at  the  community  level  are 
to  follow  incorporating  community 
agencies,  individuals  and  govern- 
ment departments.  Localized 
programs  are  the  only  successful 
approach  to  community  partnerships 
in  dealing  with  family  violence. 

The  Alberta  Justice  Training  Com- 
mittee representative  Gloria  Ohrt 
(Public  Security),  Peter  Teasdale 
(Criminal  Justice)  and  Cathy  Scott 
(Correctional  Services)  design  the 
course  content  each  year,  with 
input  from  committees  including 
the  Family  Violence  Policing 
Initiatives  Advisory  Committee  and 
the  Crown  Prosecutors  Family 
Violence  Training  Committee. 

More  than  250  individuals  have 
participated  in  the  training  since  it 
was  first  implemented  in  1991. 

Each  year  brings  to  light  a set  of 
differing  needs  for  future  training 
and  feedback  from  the  1996  course 
reflected  this.  It  was  encouraging  to 
see  from  the  comments  received 
that  the  criminal  justice  system  has 
moved  along  from  their  initial 
position  of  needing  “train  the 
trainers”  courses  to  a more  “col- 
laboration is  the  key”  model  being 
proposed  for  1997.  The  next 
course  is  scheduled  for  October  15, 
16  and  17,  1997. 

Presenters: 

Shari  REINIGER,  Facilitator, 

Robcan  Group;  “Diane”,  a survivor 
of  domestic  violence;  Beth 
HUGHES,  Appeals  and  Crim.  Law 
Policy,  Alberta  Justice;  Janet 
PAVLIC,  Alberta  Family  and  Social 
Services;  George  REID,  Chief 
Provincial  Firearms  Officer,  Alberta 
Justice;  Cpl.  Stephen  VISNOSKI, 
Peace  River  RCMP:  Karen 
WALROTH,  Calgary  Community 
Corrections;  Alberta  Community 
Development  staff;  and  Irving 
YAVERBAUM,  Special  Projects 
Coordinator,  Alberta  Justice.  ❖ 


On  the  Record 


An  interview  with  Beth  Hughes 


^ ^ lizabeth  Hughes  is  one  of 

the  appellate  Crown  counsel 
Calgary.  She  sits  on  sev- 
eral committees  which  target  family 
and  domestic  violence  including  the 
Mayor’s  Action  Committee  Against 
Violence,  the  Calgary  Criminal  Jus- 
tice Committee  for  the  Investigation 
of  Child  Abuse  and  the  Crown 
Prosecutors’  Family  Violence  Train- 
ing Committee. 

Called  to  the  Bar  in  British  Colum- 
bia in  1982  and  in  Alberta  in  1987, 
Beth  was  the  designated  prosecutor 
for  child  sexual  assault  cases  in  BC 
and  has  guest  lectured  on  domestic 
violence  issues  much  of  her  legal 
career. 

Q.  What  are  the  main  issues  that 
surround  domestic  violence? 

A.  One  of  the  main  issues  sur- 
rounding domestic  violence  today  is 
education  of  the  public  and  profes- 
sionals, such  as  doctors,  lawyers, 
nurses  and  clergy.  Most  profession- 
als in  these  areas  of  practice,  who 
graduated  10  years  ago  or  more, 
likely  received  no  instruction  in  the 
area  of  domestic  violence.  Addi- 
tionally, the  general  public  is  just 
beginning  to  understand  the  issues 
surrounding  domestic  violence  as 
until  recently,  domestic  violence 
was  not  an  issue  that  was  openly 
discussed. 

It  is  important  that  the  education 
process  include  such  topics  as: 

• forms  of  abuse:  verbal,  emo- 
tional, financial,  physical  and 
sexual; 

• generally,  only  physical  and  sexual 
abuse  are  criminal  offences; 

• victims  of  abuse  come  from  all  age 
groups,  socio-economic  demo- 
graphics and  ethnic  communities; 

• details  of  the  community  re- 
sources available  to  victims  of 
abuse  and  perpetrators; 

• what  to  do  when  someone  tells 
you  they  are  abused  or  are  an 
abuser;  and 

• the  signs  of  abuse. 


We  must  all  become  aware  that 
domestic  violence  is  a learned 
behaviour  that  not  only  affects  the 
victim  but  also  the  children  of  that 
abuser  and  victim.  Alberta  courts 
routinely  see  offenders  who  wit- 
nessed and/or  experienced  abuse  at 
home  as  children  and  who  now,  as 
adults,  are  abusers. 

As  a strong  advocate  of  education  I 
believe  that  if  we  as  a society  wish 
to  reduce  the  violence,  we  must 
accept  that  domestic  violence  is  a 
community  problem  for  which  we 
are  all  responsible  - not  just  the 
police  and  justice  systems. 

Q.  Recently  the  Canadian  Associa- 
tion of  Broadcasters  have  produced 
and  aired  a public  service  campaign 
targeting  family  and  domestic 
violence.  Are  they  changing 
anything?  Are  members  of  the 
public  more  aware?  Are  we  finding 
alternative  methods  of  dealing  with 
abusers? 

A.  Those  who  work  in  the  field 
believe  that  these  messages  are 
very  important  as  they  begin  to 
educate  the  public  on  the  issue  of 
domestic  violence.  Further,  they 


are  of  the  opinion  that  a public 
awareness  campaign  can  have 
positive  results  in  reducing  violence 
in  our  society.  They  look  at  the 
inroads  impaired  driving  campaigns 
have  had  on  society’s  attitude 
regarding  drinking  and  driving. 
However,  there  is  no  quick  fix. 

Q . What  are  some  key  issues  for 
the  community  in  the  area  of 
domestic  violence? 

A.  As  public  awareness  increases 
and  more  abused  individuals  and 
families  come  forward,  community 
resources  will  be  insufficient.  A 
related  issue  is  the  need  for 
research  in  this  area.  For  example, 
unless  there  is  continuing  research 
into  the  effectiveness  of  treatment 
of  batterers,  we  will  not  know  what 
effect,  if  any,  the  treatment  has. 
Thus,  we  will  not  know  if  the 
treatment  has  provided  long  term 
protection  to  society  because  the 
abuse  has  stopped  or  been 
reduced. 


Contd  on  page  6 
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the  Seventh  Annual  Provincial  Training  Course 
| designed  for  police,  prosecutors  and  correctional  sen 
JL  vices’  staff  has  been  set  for  October  15,  16  and  17, 
1997,  at  the  Alberta  Justice  Staff  College.  The  course  will, 
once  again,  bring  together  three  components  of  the  criminal 
justice  system  for  a three-day  workshop  on  issues  pertaining  to 
family  violence.  Course  details  will  be  forwarded  to  all  police 
services  (through  the  Family  Violence  Advisory  Committee 
representatives),  all  Crown  prosecutor  offices  and  correctional 
services  in  the  Summer  1997.  ❖ 
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An  Interview  with  Beth  Hughes 

Cont’d  from  page  5 


Q.  What  is  the  Department’s 
Criminal  Justice  Division  doing  in 
this  area? 

A.  Alberta  Justice,  Criminal 
Justice  Division,  is  continuing  to 
improve  its  handling  of  domestic 
violence  cases.  We  have  a yearly 
training  course  at  the  Justice  Staff 
College  for  prosecutors  in  con- 
junction with  police  and  proba- 
tion services.  This  training  has 
helped  to  foster  better  communi- 
cation between  the  different 
players  in  the  area  of  domestic 
violence  which  can  only  assist  in 
prosecutions.  It  has  also  led  to 
strengthened  community  commit- 
tees comprised  of  professionals 
who  work  in  the  field,  which 
again  has  led  to  better  communi- 
cation. The  Criminal  Justice 
Division  is  also  completing  a 
manual  for  prosecutors  in  this 
area  as  an  easy  reference  guide. 
The  probation  side  of  Alberta 
Justice  has  also  made  great 
strides  in  this  area  through  the 
implementation  of  their  men’s 
treatment  groups  for  men  who 
have  been  convicted  of  spousal 
assaults  and  placed  on  probation. 

This  is  not  to  say,  however,  that 
we  cannot  continue  to  improve. 

It  is  necessary  that  we  keep 
current  with  respect  to  how  other 
jurisdictions  are  handling  this 
issue  so  that  we  can  ensure  we 
are  dealing  with  the  issue  as  best 
we  can.  As  an  example,  the 
Calgary  Police  Service  examined 


the  Edmonton  Police  model  of 
the  domestic  violence  follow-up 
team  and  as  a result  of  its  suc- 
cess, implemented  a similar  team. 
We  must  also  continue  to  re- 
assess how  we  prosecute  these 
cases  and  look  for  more  innova- 
tive methods  of  garnering  evi- 
dence. Having  the  police  seize 
the  911  tape,  for  example,  if  one 
exists,  may  provide  additional 
evidence  from  a source  we  have 
not  traditionally  used. 

Q.  How  did  you  become  in- 
volved in  family  and  domestic 
violence  issues? 

A.  I first  became  involved  in  the 
area  when  I became  the  desig- 
nated Crown  prosecutor  in 
Burnaby,  BC  for  child  abuse. 

This  led  to  my  involvement  here 
as  an  Assistant  Chief  Crown  on 
the  Criminal  Justice  Committee  for 
the  Investigation  of  Child  Abuse, 
which  is  a committee  composed  of 
the  players  in  a child  abuse  investi- 
gation (child  welfare,  police, 
crown,  probation,  treatment  agen- 
cies). I then  went  on  to  join  the 
Calgary  Domestic  Violence  Com- 
mittee as  the  office’s  representa- 
tive. This  is  an  inter-disciplinary 
committee  that  is  made  up  of  the 
various  players  in  the  field  of  do- 
mestic violence.  This  committee 
led  in  turn  to  my  involvement  in 
the  Mayor’s  Action  Committee 
Against  Violence  and  Alberta’  Jus- 
tice’s Crown  Prosecutors’  Family 
Violence  Training  Committee. ♦> 


J Internet  Sites  relating  to  Family 
violence  - there  are  a number 
of  sites  on  the  Internet  with 
useful  information  on  family 
violence,  including: 

Alberta  Justice  Crime  Preven- 
tion - Spousal  Abuse: 

http://www.gov.ab.ca/~just/ 

index.htm 


Canadian  Parliamentarian’s 
Crime  Prevention  Guide  - Safer 
Communities  (includes  relevant 
background  and  statistical  informa- 
tion on  the  effect  of  wife  assault  on 
children,  child  abuse  and  neglect 
and  violence  in  the  home: 
http  ://canada . j ustice . gc . ca/Publica- 
tions/Prevention/english/index.html 


AADAC  recently  produced  a 
1996-97  Resource  Catalogue 
including  information  on  resources 
geared  to  adolescents: 

• 101  Ways  to  Cope  with  Stress 
This  poster  lists  101  ways  to  relax 
and  deal  with  stress.  Two  versions 
are  available  - for  adults  and  teens 
(designed  to  fit  in  a school  locker). 
For  more  information  on  how  to 
order  the  above  poster,  call 
1-800-280-9616: 

• Booklet:  If  You’re  a Kid  and 
There’s  Drinking,  Drugs  and 

Violence  at  Home Do  You 

Need  Someone  to  Talk  To?  To 
order  this  booklet,  call  the  Office 
for  the  Prevention  of  Family 
Violence,  telephone:  (403)  422-5916. 

(Contd  on  page  7) 


Family  Violence  Training  Conference  September  1997, 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba 

In  1990,  Manitoba  established  the  first  Family  Violence  Court  in  Canada,  based  in  Winnipeg.  The  model  has 
generated  a great  deal  of  national  interest  over  the  past  six  years.  Manitoba  Justice  is,  therefore,  putting  together 
a Training  Conference  on  Family  Violence  that  will  take  place  September  25  and  26,  1997.  The  two-day  con- 
ference is  being  designed  to  provide  information  on  family  violence,  to  provide  participants  to  enhance  or  build 
critical  skills  and  to  provide  a forum  for  participants  to  discuss  key  issues.  For  more  information  contact:  Joy  Dupont 
(204)  945-1787  or  Jocelyn  Prohaska  (204)  945-0899,  Manitoba  Justice  Victims  Assistance,  fax:  (204)  945- 1260. 
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The  Abuse  of  Parents  by  Their 
Teenage  Children  - study  and 
brochure:  Copies  and  further 
information  available  from:  Captain 
William  Spry  Community  Centre 
10  Kidston  Road 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  B3R  2J7 
telephone:  (902)  479-4487 
fax:  (902)479-1177. 


Wife  Assault  and  the  Canadian 
Criminal  Justice  System  - 
Issues  and  Policies  (Mariana 
Valverde,  Linda  MacLeod,  Kirsten 
Johnson  1996) 

This  book,  addressed  to  a broad 
audience  of  policy  makers,  stu- 
dents, researchers  and  activists, 
discusses  the  legal  and  social 
situation  of  battered  women.  It  is 
used  to  shed  new  light  on  key 
recurring  problems  within  the 
justice  system,  including  persistence 
of  discretion  even  after  the  intro- 
duction of  policies  and  directives 
designed  to  curtail  this  option,  and 
the  appropriateness  of  conventional 
punishments.  Included  are: 

• a first-hand  account  of  the  role  of 
probation  officers; 

• interviews  with  front-line  police 
officers  on  pro-arrest  policies; 

• interviews  with  Crown  attorneys 
on  no-drop  policies; 

• recent  Saskatchewan  civil  rem- 
edies initiative; 

• responses  to  recent  media  and 
academic  criticisms  of  the  1993 
Statistics  Canada  survey  on 
violence  against  women; 

• report  on  the  Winnipeg  family 
violence  court;  and 

• three  critical  analyses  of  conven- 
tional justice  models. 

For  Alberta  Justice  staff  only,  the 
book  is  available  on  loan  through 
the  department’s  Reference  Centre, 
John  E.  Brownlee  Building, 
telephone:  (403)  427-3421. 


(Contd  on  page  8) 


Edmonton  Protection  and 
Restraining  Order  Project  (PROP)  - 
off  the  ground 


submitted  by  Deb  Miller 


I 


I Nhe  Edmonton  Protection 
and  Restraining  Order 
Project  (PROP)  started  as  a 
joint  initiative  of  the  Canadian  Bar 
Association’s  Pro  Bono  Legal 
Advice  for 
Battered  Women 
Committee  and 
the  Edmonton 
and  Area  Inter- 
agency Commit- 
tee on  Spousal 
Abuse  of 
Women.  The 
PROP  Commit- 
tee soon  ex- 
panded to 
include  members 
of  the  police  and 
domestic  vio- 
lence-related 
community 
groups.  The 
project  will  only 
with  assist  clients 
to  obtain  a stand 
alone  restraining 
order  on  an 

expedited  basis.  Other  matters 
relating  to  custody,  support  and 
property  division  will  be  referred  to 
the  private  bar  or  Legal  Aid. 

Victims  may  be  referred  to  PROP 
by  agencies  such  as  police  victim 
assistance  units,  Crown  prosecutors 
and  women’s  shelters. 

The  primary  goal  of  PROP  is  to 
provide  restraining  orders  within  48 
hours,  where  required,  at  little  or  no 
cost  to  victims  to  protect  themselves 
and  their  family.  Once  the  immedi- 
ate goal  is  met,  victims  will  be 
referred  to  community  agencies  to 
meet  their  other  needs. 

The  Government  of  Alberta, 

Alberta  Family  and  Social  Services 
(Edmonton  Region),  had  offered 


PROP  start-up  funding  of  $25,000 
on  the  condition  that  matching 
funding  be  found  in  the  first  year  of 
operation.  The  Clifford  E.  Lee 
Foundation  and  the  Muttart 
Foundation  provided  the  project 
with  the  matching  funding 

necessary  for 
the  first  year’s 
operation.  The 
Muttart 
Foundation 
provided  an 
additional 
$2,000  to  assist 
victims  who 
cannot  afford  to 
pay  the 
document 
server’s  fees. 
The  United  Way 
has  also  agreed 
to  assist  PROP 
with  annual 
long-term 
fundraising. 
PROP  has  now 
hired  a lawyer 
and 
administrative 

staff.  PROP  will  share  office  space 
with  the  Family  Violence  Project  on 
the  2nd  floor,  10010  - 107  A 
Avenue  in  Edmonton. 

What  exists  elsewhere  in  Alberta? 

A similar  program  was  established 
in  Calgary  on  April  1995  as  a joint 
initiative  of  YMCA  Family  Violence 
Prevention  Programs,  Calgary 
Legal  Guidance  and  the  Calgary 
Police  Service  Victims  Assistance 
Unit.  The  Calgary  Program, 
profiled  in  the  Summer  1995  issue 
of  On  The  Record,  offers  a wide 
range  of  services  including  legal 
information  and  assistance, 
counselling  and  support,  advocacy 
and  referral,  stand  alone  restraining 
orders,  court  accompaniment  and 
child  care.* 
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Youth  crime  and  family  violence:  Is 
there  a connection? 


Alberta  Crime  Prevention  Week 
Planning  Guides  Available 


Crime  Prevention 


works  for  all  of  us 

Alberta  Crime  Prevention  Week 
Planning  Guides,  co-sponsored  by 
Alberta  Justice  and  the  Alberta 
Community  Crime  Prevention  As- 
sociation (ACCPA),  are  being  pre- 
pared for  individuals,  police  serv- 
ices, businesses  and  community  or- 
ganizations wishing  to  set  up  public 
awareness  events  during  Crime  Pre- 
vention Week,  May  10  - 17,  1997. 

Among  general  crime  prevention 
topics,  the  guides  contains  helpful 
information  on  media  tips,  statistics 
on  spousal  abuse,  provincial  con- 
tacts, etc.  If  you  would  like  to  plan 
a special  event  focusing  on  family 
violence,  ask  to  be  put  on  the  mail- 
ing list  for  a Planning  Guide  by 
contacting: 

Manager,  Prevention  Programs, 
Policing  Services,  Alberta  Justice 
10th  floor,  10365  - 97  Street 
Edmonton,  AB  T5J  3W7 
telephone:  (403)  427-3457 
fax:  (403)427-5916 
E-mail:  ohrtg@mgate.just.gov.ab.ca 

The  Planning  Guide  is  also  avail- 
able on  the  Alberta  Justice  Crime 
Prevention  web  site  at: 
http  ://www.  gov.  ab . ca/~  j ust/ 
index.htm  ❖ 
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by  Brent  Doney, 

Young  Offender  Branch 

In  its  attempt  to  eliminate  crime, 
society  continues  to  search  for  a 
precipitating  factor,  something 
substantial  that  can  be  targeted  and 
addressed.  The  reality  is,  however, 
that  there  is  no  single  target,  no  “root 
cause”  of  crime.  What’s  more,  by 
speaking  in  terms  of  cause  and 
effect  we  risk  narrowing  the  focus 
too  much,  failing  to  address  or  even 
recognize  that  there  are  a myriad  of 
influential  factors  which,  for  some, 
may  result  not  only  in  criminal 
behaviour  but  in  destructive  non- 
criminal behaviours  as  well.  It  remains, 
however,  that  credible  research  has 
demonstrated  significant  cause/ 
effect  relationships  between  some 
specific  life  experiences  and  subse- 
quent criminal  conduct  which 
should  not  be  ignored. 


associated  with  eventual  criminality. 
In  more  specific  context,  research 
suggests  that  boys  who  witness  their 
fathers  beating  their  mothers  are  at 
higher  risk  for  becoming  violent 
husbands. 

A 1992  study  conducted  by  the 
Correctional  Service  of  Canada 
found  that  50%  of  the  male 
inmates  studied  had  been  victim- 
ized as  children  or  had  witnessed 
family  violence  and  a 1995  Health 
Canada  study  identified  “exposure 
to  wife  abuse”  as  one  of  five  forms 
of  maltreatment  (physical  abuse, 
sexual  abuse,  neglect,  exposure  to 
wife  abuse,  emotional  abuse) 
associated  with  adolescent  delin- 
quent behaviour.  The  study  further 
suggests  that  adolescents  with 
maltreatment  histories  are  more 
likely  to  commit  more  violent 
crimes. 


While  research  has  revealed  a 
number  of  “risk  factors”,  exposure 
to  these  risk  factors  does  not  cause 
criminality,  rather,  their  presence 
increases  the  likelihood  that  a 
young  person  will  experience 
behavioural  issues  of  concern  to 
others.  The  existence  of  these 
behavioural  issues,  in  turn,  in- 
creases the  likelihood  that  the 
young  person’s  inappropriate 
behaviour  may,  at  some  point, 
constitute  criminal  conduct.  In 
short,  there  is  an  increasing  body  of 
research  supporting  the  contention 
that  increased  exposure  to  risk 
factors  increases  the  likelihood  of 
criminal  behaviour. 

The  presence  of  family  violence, 
inclusive  of  spousal  abuse,  personal 
abuse  and  neglect,  is  a risk  factor 


Please  recycle 
this  newsletter 


Family  violence  and  exposure  to 
spousal  abuse  does  not  cause  a 
young  person  to  become  involved 
in  criminal  behaviour.  It  does, 
however,  place  the  young  person  at 
greater  risk  for  such  behaviour. 
Additionally,  a child  exposed  to 
intense  parental  disagreement  on  a 
frequent  basis  is  at  a greater  risk  for 
developing  conduct  disorders  and 
an  increased  risk  for  criminal 
behaviour. 


While  the  causes  of  youth  crime 
may  be  numerous  and  cumulative, 
family  violence  and  its  relationship 
to  a young  person’s  risk  for  criminal 
behaviour  is  significant.  The 
prevention  of  family  violence  is 
therefore  an  important  prevention 
strategy  with  respect  to  reducing 
youth  crime.  ❖ 
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